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OVARIAN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [1.06 pm]: On behalf of the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Health I rise to alert members to February being Ovarian Cancer 
Awareness Month. Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month is held to raise awareness of ovarian cancer and recognise 
women and their families affected by this form of cancer. The colour teal has become synonymous with ovarian 
cancer awareness and support. Teal Ribbon Day is 24 February, a day when people are encouraged to wear a teal 
ribbon or teal attire in support of women living with ovarian cancer. Through Ovarian Cancer Australia, people 
are also being encouraged to raise awareness and funds by hosting “afternoon teals”. 
Ovarian cancer is one of the most often fatal forms of cancer affecting women. In Australia, the overall five-year 
survival rate for women diagnosed with this cancer is 43 per cent. By comparison, the overall five-year survival 
rate for women diagnosed with breast cancer is 89 per cent. Each year, around 1 490 Australian women are 
diagnosed, with 1 040 dying from the disease. In 2013, 113 women in WA were diagnosed and 78 died. 
Ovarian cancer is most common in women aged over 50, with the average age at diagnosis being 63 years. 
There are several forms of ovarian cancer, by far the most frequently occurring known as the epithelial type, 
accounting for 80 per cent of cases. Commonly reported symptoms include abdominal or pelvic pain, increased 
abdominal size or persistent abdominal bloating, the need to urinate often or urgently, feeling full after eating 
a small amount and changed bowel habits. Ovarian cancer is difficult to detect in its early stages. There are no 
proven screening tests and most ovarian cancers are present for some time before diagnosis. Suspicion of ovarian 
cancer arises through physical symptoms and examination, and blood tests and/or imaging and investigations, 
including ultrasounds, CT, MRI and PET scans. Diagnosis can only be confirmed by accessing fluid for cytology 
or tissue for histopathology. Treatment is via surgery, chemotherapy or a combination of both. A woman’s 
prognosis depends on the type and stage of cancer as well as her age and general health. 

Ovarian Cancer Australia, along with other key stakeholders, has launched a national action plan for ovarian 
cancer research. A number of research groups are studying lifestyle factors, environmental and genetic risk 
factors, possible early detection tests and treatment methods. I am advised there is still a great deal of progress to 
be made. I would encourage all members to show their support for women with ovarian cancer and their families 
during Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month. It is an excellent time to look at the Ovarian Cancer Australia website 
to learn more about the disease, purchase a teal ribbon, or even host an “afternoon teal” in their electorate office. 
 

 [1] 


	OVARIAN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH
	Statement by Parliamentary Secretary


